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Tier 1 Priorities 

 

Secure a dedicated source of funding for the New Mexico Housing Trust Fund 

The NM Housing Trust Fund was created in 2005 to fund the development of affordable housing 

throughout New Mexico. Since then, the Housing Trust Fund has leveraged over $163 million in other 

housing funding and funded the development of over 900 housing units throughout the state. However, the 

Housing Trust Fund needs a dedicated source of funding in order to continue being a viable funding source 

for affordable housing development and so that it can benefit New Mexicoõs lowest-income residents. 

Funding for the Trust Fund has been inconsistent; it received an initial investment of $10 million in 2005 but 

only $2 million in 2007 and 2008. The NMCEH will also advocate for NM Housing Trust Fund regulations 

that would set aside funding specifically for the development of rental housing that is affordable for people 

with very low incomes. 

 

Create a Housing Support Services Fund 

Housing support services are services that help homeless individuals and families obtain housing and remain 

in housing. While the exact type of services vary from household to household, housing support services help 

tenants with three key goals: 1) Overcoming obstacles to obtaining housing 2) Finding and moving into 

affordable, permanent housing 3) Successfully remaining in housing.  Unfortunately, there are few dollars 

available to fund these types of flexible services. A state-funded Housing Support Services Fund would 

address this critical gap.    

 

 

Tier 2 Priorities 

 

Support implementation of the Behavioral Health Collaborativeõs Long Range Supportive Housing 

Plan 

The Supportive Housing Plan was completed in December 2007 and two pilot projects are already underway. 

The NMCEH will support funding requests and other policy requests by the Behavioral Health Collaborative 

to continue implementation of the Supportive Housing Plan. (A link to the Supportive Housing Plan can be 

found at: http://www.bhc.state.nm.us/pdf/BH_Collaborative_Housing_Plan_December_2007.pdf).  

 

Oppose any mandatory outpatient treatment legislation 

The NMCEH opposes forced outpatient treatment or institutionalization of people with psychiatric diagnose. 

The NMCEH believes that the real issue is limited funding for and access to appropriate behavioral health 

treatment and the lack of housing resources for people with mental health disabilities. The NMCEH believes 

New Mexico should focus on addressing these issues rather than on forcing people to access treatment that is 

often unavailable and/or unaffordable.  

 

http://www.bhc.state.nm.us/pdf/BH_Collaborative_Housing_Plan_December_2007.pdf
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Advocate for accessible, affordable, and accountable health care for all people living in New Mexico 

The NMCEH believes that everyone should have access to affordable health care. Providing affordable 

health care to all New Mexican would prevent homelessness, since many people become homeless due to 

illness or injury. The NMCEH is one of the Health Care For All Campaign steering committee members. 

Please visit the Health Action New Mexico website to learn more about health care reform in New Mexico at 

www.healthactionnm.org. 

 

Oppose changes to the Medicaid program that limit or reduce the amount or types of services that 

Medicaid recipients can receive. In particular, oppose the recent change that limits the amount of 

Comprehensive Community Support Services (CCSS) that recipients can receive. 

Medicaid funded services provide a significant source of support and stabilization for Medicaid recipients, 

who are some of New Mexicoõs most vulnerable residents. Medicaid funded services are critical in helping 

people obtain and remain in housing. The recent limits on the number of CCSS hours that Medicaid 

recipients can receive will make it much more difficult for people with serious behavioral health needs to 

obtain the support they need to successfully obtain and remain in housing. 

 

Lift people with disabilities, especially those whose sole source of income is Supplemental Security 

Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Income (SSDI), above the poverty level 

The NMCEH will support advocacy efforts that would raise the incomes of people with disabilities, so that 

people whose sole source of income is SSI or SSDI will have incomes above the poverty level.  

 

 

Tier 3 Priorities 

 

Expand Workmanõs Compensation to include farm and ranch workers  

The New Mexico Center on Law & Poverty is advocating for changes to the Workmanõs Compensation Act 

that would expand Workmanõs Compensation to include farm and ranch workers in mandatory coverage. 

Workersõ compensation insurance provides medical and indemnity benefits to workers who are injured on the 

job. The NMCEH supports this effort. To learn more please visit the New Mexico Center on Law & Poverty 

website at www.nmpovertylaw.org. 

 

 

 


