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live:—an obvious Statément on its -
surface. But a'survey Teleased last week
by the New Mexico Coalition to End Hore-
" Jessnéss arrives at that conclision and flies i in
the face of many assumptions people main-
itr about Albuquerque’s homeless .
populatwn, says: Llsa LaBrecque,

H omeless people ‘need affordable placesto’

1 “h melessness: altogether? Because:
1 ' be a pretty strai hcforward soltmon, helping

The survey conducted
by the New Mexico
Coalition to End
Homelessness found:

it reported income:
50 a month.

ploym
violence or a natural di
the loss of their 1

permanent
they couldn't afford
" rent or mortgage

i

o participants: “What'caused you to become
" hioméless?” There were plenty of people ‘who
* named substance abuse among’ ‘the redisons,

: survey fouhd 55 percent of respc
: became hom 35 b

_someone get: through a crisis W thout losing

thelr home:”

A lot of people reporte they were :
working or that they would like tobe =~
working, accordmg t0-the sutvey, which was
conducted ‘in January. Many reported that the

- setvices they need most are job search a

tance and job training. “There’s a strong' idea

. among a lot of people in Albuquerquethat
. people who are homeless are lazy and they:
don’t want.to work;

she says.This cer!

contradicts thiat: percepnon. A

are working and can't afford housmg ;
_One of the big questions given to.suivey

though they still reported that the bigges
challenge in exitinig homelessniess was not

. "being able to afford housmg and not bemg

' ablé to find work to.pay for housing, “But -
there are many with 1o substance abuse ot
‘meénital health challénges who really are Just

" poor and need housmg, LaBrecque says.

of acrisis

‘v rental housmg. It’s
.,’bullt on'the: 1de thi

no’ugh,“he adds ,“Fd
ely low—mcome households, theje are’

“target resources.. “For thefirst time; we have

yood: data about what people ate saymg they
need to'end homelessness ot-avoid.it,” she.

money, so'do we spend it on an emergency
~shelter, or do we sperid it on developmg
1 permanent affordable housmg’" o :




