Habitability Standards Worksheet

Complete the Habitability Standards Worksheet for each unit occupied by an SHP or Shelter Plus Care participant.  Units should be inspected on an annual basis, or with a change in tenancy.  Complete the project name and location for the unit inspected at the top of each form.  In the last column indicate with a “P” for primary means of inspection, or an “S”, for secondary means of inspection, if the habitability  standard was met at the time of inspection.  Note any concerns in this column if the housing unit does not meet the standard.  For any standard that is not met, steps should be taken immediately to correct the problem or concern.

Project Name: ______________________________________________________
Unit Address:  ______________________________________________________
	Habitability Standard
	Needed Documentation

(in addition to visual inspection)
	P or S

Comments

	Structure and Materials

	Is the unit structurally sound, and does it protect residents from the elements
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates
	

	Access

	Is the unit accessible and able to be used without going through other units?  Is there a second means of egress in case of fire?
	
	

	Space and Security

	Is the space adequate for the resident and his/her belongings?  Does the resident have an acceptable place to sleep
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates
	

	Interior Air Quality

	Does each room have some form of natural or mechanical ventilation?  Is the interior air free of pollutants?
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates; results of any air testing that has occurred to measure levels of pollutants
	

	Water Supply

	Is the water supply free from contamination?
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates; results of any water testing that has occurred
	

	Sanitary Facilities

	Does the resident have access to sanitary facilities that are in proper operating condition, may be used in privacy, and are adequate for personal cleanliness and disposing of human waste?
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates
	

	Thermal Environment

	Are the heating and/or cooling facilities adequate and in proper operating condition?
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates; any records of inspections, tune-ups, repairs or replacement of heating/cooling systems
	

	Illumination and Electricity

	Does the house have adequate natural or artificial illumination to permit normal indoor activities and support health and safety?  Are there sufficient electrical sources to permit the safe use of essential electrical appliances?
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates
	

	Food Preparation

	Do food preparation areas contain suitable space and equipment to store, prepare and serve food in a sanitary manner?
	Building permit; occupancy permit; housing/health code inspection certificates
	

	Sanitary Conditions

	Is the unit maintained in  sanitary condition?
	Housing/health code inspection certificates
	

	Fire Safety – Individual Units

	Is there at least one working smoke detector on each occupied level of the unit?  Are smoke detectors located in hallways adjacent to bedrooms where possible?  Does each bedroom occupied by a hearing-impaired person have an alarm system designed for hearing-impaired persons?
	None, but equipment must be regularly tested, and in units occupied by hearing-impaired persons, smoke detectors must have an alarm designed for hearing-impaired persons.
	

	Fire Safety – Common Areas

	Do all public areas (laundry rooms, community rooms, day care centers, hallways, stairwells, and other common areas) have at least one smoke detector?
	None, but equipment must be regularly tested.
	


