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Success at Legislature and a Lawsuit over ID Regulations 
by Lisa Huval, Associate Director 

  

 

Imagine this: You are in a car accident and are 
hospitalized for several weeks. While in the hospital, 
you are evicted from your apartment and lose all of 
your belongings, including your state identification 
(ID) card. You are unable to obtain a new ID because 
your birth certificate and social security card also have 
been lost. You have applied for new copies of these, 
but they will take a long time to arrive. You have 
disability benefits that are deposited directly into your 
bank account, but, without an ID, you cannot access 
the funds in your account or find a landlord who will 
rent an apartment to you. As a result, you are living in 
an emergency shelter. 
 
Unfortunately, this nightmare scenario ï and ones 
very similar to it ï are playing out across New 
Mexico for many people experiencing 
homelessness. This is because the NM Department 
of Motor Vehicles (MVD) has created overly 
restrictive rules for obtaining a state ID. 
 
The Coalition has partnered with several other 
advocacy organizations, including Somos Un Pueblo 
Unido, the NM Center on Law and Poverty, and the 
ACLU to do something about it. In January 2018, 
these three organizations filed a lawsuit against MVD, 
and the Coalition joined the lawsuit as an 
organizational plaintiff.  We are grateful that the 
lawyers for the Coalition are working pro bono. 
 
Our hope is that the lawsuit will force MVD to issue 
updated regulations that are consistent with the law 
and give people due process when they are denied a 
driverôs license or state ID.  
 
In other news, Coalition staff and member organizations have been busy lobbying the Legislature for 
increased funding for housing programs that help end homelessness. Over 80 people from across NM joined 
us on January 25th for our annual Lobby Day, giving legislators an opportunity to hear directly from people 

experiencing homelessness and those who serve them. Thanks to our advocacy, the budget included a 
$100,000 increase for the Linkages Permanent Supportive Housing program.  

Over 80 people from across NM joined us on January 25th for 
our annual Lobby Day, including folks from Heading Home  
(shown above) and St. Elizabethôs Shelter (below). Thanks to all 
who came and helped us get an increase in housing funding! 
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         Letôs Address Youth Homelessness 

            A Message from the Executive Director 
 
We want to take what we have learned about housing homeless veterans quickly and 
figure out how to rehouse homeless youth, quickly and efficiently. Homelessness 
among children and youth is not as obvious as some adult homelessness, and, so, we 
tend to forget about it. In fact, most homeless adults once were homeless children or 
youth. The problems that lead to long-term homelessness start early in oneôs life.              
Addressing youth homelessness gives us the opportunity to change someoneôs life 
for the better early on, before they suffer years on the streets. 
 
At the Coalition, we are starting to focus more on ending youth homelessness. The 
Coalition and some of our member agencies are applying to be part of the Youth 
Homelessness Demonstration Project, a new opportunity from the federal             
government. This would be a big step forward if we are successful. In addition, a 
committed group of volunteers in Albuquerque is organizing an art auction to benefit 
homeless youth and children, and our Santa Fe Advisory Board is also focusing its 
fundraising on helping homeless children and youth.  
 
As in the past, we use a small portion (25%) of our fundraising to support our  
governmental advocacy work and distribute most of the funds to our member  
organizations that are doing the best work in this area. 
 
We are building on the success we have had in creating a system that can rehouse 
homeless veterans quickly to build a more efficient system that rehouses homeless 
children and youth.  We appreciate your continued support. 
 

  Please plan to attend the New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessnessô  
ñHome is Where the Art Isò silent art auction and raffle!                            

This fun, art-filled event will feature local handmade arts and crafts that 
explore the question, ñWhat makes the place we live in feel like home?" 

 
This is the perfect time to pick up new items for your home, purchase gifts           

for Motherôs Day, and win some incredible raffle prizes, including items donated by Albuquerque Magazine, 
Zendo Coffee, the ABQ Isotopes, the International Balloon Fiesta, and many more!                               

 
                                 The proceeds from this event will benefit area homeless youth and families. 

 
                        Home is Where the Art Is 

                   3:00ð5:00 pm 
  Sunday, April 29, 2018 

  St Michael and All Angels Church 
                                  601 Monta¶o Road NW, Albuquerque           

        
      For more information on this event,  including how to donate art, please contact Lisa or Rebecca at         
lisa-h@nmceh.org or Rebecca-p@nmceh.org. 
 

Home is Where the Art Is 
by Rebecca Poe, AmeriCorps VISTA Leader 

Hank Hughes,  
Executive Director 
NMCEH 
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Thank You to Our Individual and Business Supporters (since previous newsletter)  

Board of Directors: 
Nicole Martinez, Co-Chair, Mesilla Valley         
Community of Hope 
Alexandria Taylor, Co-Chair, Valencia Shelter Services 
Carol Luna Anderson, Treasurer, The Life Link  
Deborah Tang, Secretary, St. Elizabeth Shelter 
Celeste Trujillo, Co-Chair, Community Against Violence 
Liz Reynolds, Health Care for the Homeless of Santa Fe 
Lynn K. Valdez, Cion Housing Services 
Linda Stone, First Nations Community Healthsource  
Mary Ann Chavez Lopez, El Camino Real Housing 
Authority 
Lynn Love, San Juan County Partnership 
Henrietta Correa, Homeless Advocate 
David Sisneros,  Heading Home 
Connie Chavez, Barrett Foundation 
Ann Shaw, Advocate 
Sylvia Sieland, Advocate 
Joe Berenis, Interfaith Shelter 
Meryl Lieberman, Casa Milagro 

Advisory Board: 
Abigail Adler, Peter Chapin, Peter Glankoff, Gloria 
Holloway, Betty Baxter, Karen Beall, Sana Morrow, Tobie 
Dicker, Alan Jones, and Susan Kelly 

Veterans Helping Homeless Veterans Board: 
Mike Barr, Revell Carr, Tom Aageson, Chris Calvert, Mark 
French, and Raphiel Benjamin 

Carol and Thomas Aageson 
Paul Abrams, 
 in honor of Abigail Adler 
Abigail Adler 
Alex Safety Lane 
Nancy Bennett 
Jean Bergeron 
Bike & Built, Inc. 
Margaret Blackburn 
Christopher Calvert 
Maria Canfield 
Peter & Honey Chapin 
Thomas Claffey 

Staff: 
Kevin Arthun, Coordinated Entry Specialist 
BeAnna Chavez, Coordinated Entry Specialist 
Victoria Cruz, Data Analyst 
Hana Gossett,  VISTA and CoC Project Coordinator 
Hank Hughes, Executive Director 
Lisa Huval, Associate Director 
Julie Jacquez, HMIS Project Manager 
AJ Johnson, Intern 
Stephanie Lefebvre, Office Manager 
Lisa Maury, Project Manager, Albuquerque CoC 
Michael Nitsch, Project Manager, Balance of State CoC 
Benjamin Ofoma, HMIS Data Quality Coordinator 
Mark Oldknow, Program Director 
Rebecca Poe, AmeriCorps VISTA Leader 
Roman Seaburgh, Coordinated Entry Director 
Donna Trainer,  Coordinated Entry Specialist 

Member Organizations and Individuals:  For a list of our 77 members, please go to www.nmceh.org 

Special Thanks to: 
B2B Bistronomy for hosting our fundraiser and to Dan OôConnor, Kevin Arthun, and Andrew Rochelle for 
volunteering for this event. 
 
Our "Home Is Where the Art Is" Planning Committee members and volunteers: Andrew Rochelle, Judith Shaw,                    
Marsh McMurray Avila, Trina Wheeler, Genevieve Buskirk, Aubrey Harris, Sarah McCord, Dan OôConnor,  and Lyn 
Jones. 
 
St. Michael and All Angels Church and to Kathryn Ravenwood for donating the space for our ñHome is Where the Art is 
Actionò event. 
 
The McCune Charitable Foundation, the Frost Foundation, and the Lineberry Foundation for their generous support. 
 
The New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty, the ACLU, Somos Un Pueblo Unido, and Freedman Boyd Hollander Goldberg 
Urias & Ward P.A. for contributing legal services to our effort to fix the ID regulations in New Mexico. 

Our Sincere Gratitude Goes Out                                                   
to These Individuals & Organizations  

Dean & Betty Johnson 
Susan Kelly 
Kitchen Dimensions Inc. 
Elaine & Morton Lieberman 
Patricia Lollar 
Madison, Mroz, Steinman & 
Dekleva, P.A. 
Linda McClendon 
Dee Ann McIntyre 
Leslie Nathanson Juris 
Martha & Stephen Northrup 
Nathaniel Owings 
Diane Paegle 
  
 

John Clubbe 
Nancy Dahl 
Joe E.C. Dinaro 
Jonathan & Louise Fairbank 
Jerome Janicke 
Richard & Dorothy Fitch 
Lisa Freeman 
Patricia & Richard Gilliam 
James Hammerberg 
Patricia & Richard Hawkins 
Gloria Holloway 
Ruth & Robert Howes 
Bonney & Hank Hughes 
Margie & Steve Hughes 

Bill Panagakos 
Janet Peacok 
The Charles Pipper Foundation 
Melanie & Edward Ranney 
Bernard & Ann Rubenstein 
Second Anonymous Fund 
St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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P E R M I T  N O .  1 4 0  

 PO Box 865  
Santa Fe, NM 87504 
 
Phone: 505.982.9000 
Fax: 1.888.527.6480 
www.nmceh.org 

The New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness 

¶ Creating more housing for homeless people 

¶ Quickly connecting homeless people to housing 

¶ Holding governments accountable 

The New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

  

 

      

 
 

 
 

The Keys to a New Life 
by Rebecca Poe, AmeriCorps VISTA Leader 

It is safe, warm, and cozy in Jimôs Albuquerque apartment ð a far cry from his 
former life.  In  addition to suffering from numerous medical conditions, Jim had 
been beaten on multiple occasions while he was living on the streets. His hand 
still shows the scar from a stabbing he endured. The latest attack left him with 
severe facial injuries from being kicked in the face and head. Jim is quick to point 
out that being off the streets and in a safe apartment has protected him and       
enabled him to focus on his health.   Prior to being housed, Jim was in and out of 
hospital emergency rooms. Now, his health has greatly improved, and he is able 
to make and keep needed medical appointments, both for preventative care and 
for a dental appointment to fix the teeth that were broken when he was assaulted.   
 
As soon as I sat down to interview Jim, he praised the efforts of  Bee Chavez, 
Coordinated Entry Specialist for the New Mexico Coalition to End               

Homelessness. ñI owe it all to her,ò he said. Jim  noted that, while others had given up on him, Bee had been 
with him through ñthick and thin.ò He smiled, pointed to Bee, and quietly said, ñSheôs my angel,ò a phrase he 
would repeat again at the end of our interview.  Jim also was grateful to his caseworker, Andy, to his care coor-
dination team at Molina, as well as to everyone involved at Catholic Charities for  finding him housing.  
 
Candid about his former life in a gang and the effects of living for ten years on the streets, Jim explicitly stated 
that he knows that he has an opportunity now for a better life. Sober and thinking of his future, Jim mentioned 
wanting to find a volunteer  position to give back to his community. He also plans to take classes at UNM or 
CNM, hoping to major in business administration. Jim spoke a lot about his children, and it was clear that he 
felt he could be a role model for them if he went to college  He knew his family was proud of him for making 
all of these changes in his life. In a very poignant moment, Jim described how his daughter would watch the 
news, and, when a story about a stabbing or murder of a homeless person would come on, her heart would sink, 
worried that it might have been her father.  Jim pointed out that being housed had changed his life in so many 
ways. For one thing, he was sleeping a lot more, and he was able to sleep soundly. Jim knew that he no longer 
would be asked to move on at night or have to sleep lightly for fear of an altercation. Clutching the apartments 
keys that were hanging around his neck, Jim looked up and stated that if someone bothers him now, he simply 
can ñgo home.ò 
 
 

 
In his new home, Jim is able to 
focus on improving his health. 


